
(Your Branch) 2020 Summer Prize Book Choices  

Grades 3 - 5 (Ages 8 - 12)  

 

 

Big Nate: Blow the Roof Off! 
by Lincoln Peirce 
 
Nate Wright is born to be wild! 
And when Enslave the Mollusk is 
invited to play at the P.S. 38 
annual open house, he and his 
bandmates are on the stairway to 
heaven. While the kids rock, the 
school year rolls on.  
 
Grades 3 - 4 / Graphic Comic 

 

The Breakaways 
By Cathy G. Johnson 
 
An introverted fifth-grader with a 
vivid imagination is recruited by a 
popular older student onto a 
ragtag soccer team where, despite 
limited athletic performance, 
teammates form strong bonds that 
challenge their notions of loyalty, 
identity, friendship and unity.  
 
Grades 3 - 4 / Graphic Novel 

 

Sunny Rolls the Dice 
by Jennifer L. Holm 
 
Sunny's just made it to middle 
school, and it's making her life 
very confusing. Sunny's much 
more comfortable when she's in 
her basement, playing Dungeons 
& Dragons with a bunch of new 
friends. Because when you're 
sword fighting and spider-slaying, 
it's hard to worry about whether 
you look cool or not.  
 
Grades 4 - 6 / Graphic Novel  

 

Guts 
by Raina Telgemeier 
 
Raina's tummy trouble isn't going 
away, and it coincides with her 
worries about food, school, and 
changing friendships. What's 
going on? 
 
Grades 4 - 6 / Graphic Nonfiction 

 

United States Atlas 
by National Geographic 
Society 
 
Kids will have fun learning about 
every U.S. state in this amazing 
atlas, packed with maps, stats, 
facts, and pictures​. 
 
Grades 4 - 6/ Nonfiction 

 

Big Nate: What’s a Little Noogie 
Between Friends? 
by Lincoln Peirce 
 
Nate Wright’s a winner--in his own 
mind, anyway. So when things go 
wrong, he’s at a loss to explain 
why. It’s all enough to make a 
sixth-grade superstar feel . . . well, 
not so super. 
 
Grades 3 - 4 / Graphic Comic 
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Nightlights 
by Lorena Alvarez 
 
Every night, tiny stars appear in 
little Sandy's bedroom. She 
catches them and creates 
wonderful creatures to play with 
until she falls asleep, and in the 
morning brings them back to life in 
the whimsical drawings that cover 
her room.One day, a mysterious 
pale girl, appears at school. And 
she knows all about Sandy's 
drawings… 
 
Grades 4 - 6 / Graphic Novel - 
Fantasy 

 

Iron Magicians  
by Cetrix 
 
Step inside a steampunk 
re-imagining of nineteenth-century 
Paris, where magic and machines 
exist in harmony. Find the hidden 
crystals and survive your 
dangerous mission. 
 
Grades 3 - 4 / Interactive 
Adventure 

 

The Flying Beaver Brothers and 
the Evil Penguin Plan 
by Maxwell Eaton 
 
Meet the flying beaver brothers! 
Ace loves extreme sports and is 
always looking for a new 
adventure. Bub loves napping 
and, well, napping. But when 
penguins threaten to freeze 
Beaver Island for "resort and 
polar-style living," the brothers put 
their talents to work saving their 
tropical island paradise.  
 
Grades 3 - 4 / Graphic Novel 

 

Stephen McCranie’s Space Boy 
2 
 
A sci-fi drama of a high school 
aged girl who belongs in a 
different time, a boy possessed 
by emptiness as deep as space, 
an alien artifact, mysterious 
murder, and a love that crosses 
light years. 
 
Grades 4 - 6 / Graphic Comic 

 

Estranged 
by Ethan Aldridge 
 
Edmund and the Childe were 
swapped at birth. Now Edmund 
lives in secret as a changeling in 
the World Above. 
 
Grades 4-6 / Graphic Novel 

 

Lion vs. Tiger 
by Jerry Pallotta 
 
What would happen if a lion and a 
tiger met each other?  What if they 
were both hungry?  What if they 
had a fight?  Who do you think 
would win? 
 
Grades 3 - 4 / Nonfiction 
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Diary of an Awesome Friendly 
Kid 
by Jeff Kinney 
 
Introducing the newest Wimpy Kid 
author—Rowley Jefferson! 
Rowley’s best friend Greg Heffley 
has been chronicling his 
middle-school years in thirteen 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid journals . . . 
and counting. But it’s finally time 
for readers to hear directly from 
Rowley in a journal of his own. 
 
Grades 4-6 / Fiction - Humor 

 

Amulet 1 
by Kazu Kibuishi 
 
After the tragic death of their 
father, Emily and Navin move with 
their mother to the home of her 
deceased great-grandfather, but 
the strange house proves to be 
dangerous. 
 
Grades 4 - 6 / Graphic Novel 

 

Share Your Smile  
by Raina Telgemeier 
 
With guidance from Raina herself, 
brainstorm ideas, make lists, 
paste in personal photos, and use 
your imagination like never before 
to create your own stories. For 
additional inspiration, 
behind-the-scenes info from 
Raina's own comics-making 
adventures is featured inside. 
 
Grades 3 - 4 / Nonfiction 

 

Phoebe and Her Unicorn 8: 
Unicorn Theater 
by Dana Simpson 
 
Summer is here, and Phoebe and 
Marigold are headed to drama 
camp. 
 
Grades 3 - 4 / Graphic Novel 

 

Amulet 8: Supernova 
by Kazu Kibuishi  
 
Emily has lost control of her 
Amulet and is imprisoned in the 
Void, where she must find a way 
to escape the influence of the 
Voice. 
 
Grades 4 - 6 / Graphic Novel 

 

Drama 
by Raina Telgemeier 
 
Callie loves theater. And while she 
would totally try out for her middle 
school's production of ​Moon over 
Mississippi​, she can't really sing. 
Instead she's the set designer for 
the drama department's stage 
crew, and this year she's 
determined to create a set worthy 
of Broadway on a middle-school 
budget.  
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Grades 4 - 6 / Graphic Novel 

 

Wrecking Ball (Diary of a 
Wimpy Kid 14) 
by Jeff Kinney 
 

Once the walls come down, all 
sorts of problems start to crop 
up. Rotten wood, toxic mold, 
unwelcome critters, and 
something even more sinister all 
make Greg and his family 
wonder if the renovations are 
worth the trouble. 
 
Grades 4 - 6 / Humor Fiction 

 

Super Sons 
by Ridley Pearson 
 
Jon Kent and Ian Wayne are 
opposites in every way except 
one--they are the sons of the 
World's Greatest Heroes, 
Superman and Batman! But who 
is the mysterious Candace, and 
what secrets does she hold that 
could be the key to everything? 
 
Grades 3 - 4 / Graphic Comic 

 

Big Nate 21: Hug It Out 
by Lincoln Peirce 
 
In this brand-new collection of 
comics from the ​New York Times 
bestselling series ​Big Nate​, 
everyone's favorite sixth-grade 
prankster is back for more 
hilarious misadventures &; and 
even a little romance! 
 
Grades 3-4 / Graphic Comic 

 

Mega Robo Bros #1 
by Neill Cameron 
 
Alex and Freddy are just like any 
other brothers. They squabble. 
They drive their parents crazy. 
There's only one 
difference...They're the most 
powerful robots on Earth! 
 
Grades 4 - 6 / Graphic Novel 

 

Ghosts 
by Raina Telgemeier 
 
Catrina and her family are moving 
to the coast of Northern California 
because her little sister, Maya, is 
sick. As the girls explore their new 
home, a neighbor lets them in on 
a secret: There are ghosts in 
Bahía de la Luna. Maya is 
determined to meet one, but Cat 
wants nothing to do with them. As 
the time of year when ghosts 
reunite with their loved ones 
approaches, Cat must figure out 

 

Lucky Stars 
by Aron Nels Steinke 
 
Mr. Wolf's students are having a 
"writer's workshop" and are 
learning about personal narratives. 
Sampson doesn't think anything 
worth writing about has ever 
happened to him. But when he 
and Margot go for a bike ride one 
morning, he has an accident that 
gives him a new perspective. 
 
Grades 2 - 3 / Graphic Novel 
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how to put aside her fears for her 
sister's sake -- and her own. 
 
Grades 4 - 6 / Graphic Novel  

 

Babymouse 20 
by Jennifer Holm 
 
Babymouse has big dreams . . . 
and wet whiskers. She has joined 
the swim team and is ready to 
dive in. Next stop, the Olympics! 
 
Grades 3-4 / Graphic Novel 
 

 

Big Nate Goes Bananas 
by Lincoln Peirce 
 
The school year is winding down, 
and Nate can’t wait for summer 
vacation:  baseball, beach trips, 
and overripe bananas?  Yuck! 
 
Grades 3 - 4 / Graphic Comic 

 

The Runaway Princess  
by Johan Troianowski 
 
This princess can't resist the lure 
of adventure, but her parents 
aren't quite on board in this 
fantastical graphic novel perfect 
for fans of Princess in Black and 
Phoebe and Her Unicorn! 
 
Grades 3 - 4 / Graphic Novel 

 

Big Nate: Great Minds Think 
Alike 
by Lincoln Peirce 
 
Two ​heads are better than one, 
except when they're crashing into 
each other! But that won't prevent 
Big Nate and his pals from 
hatching great ideas for fun. 
 
Grades 3-4 / Graphic Comic 

 

Roller Girl 
by Victoria Jamieson 
 
For most of her twelve years, 
Astrid has done everything with 
her best friend Nicole. But after 
Astrid falls in love with roller derby 
and signs up for derby camp, 
Nicole decides to go to dance 
camp instead. So begins the most 
difficult summer of Astrid's life as 
she struggles to keep up with the 
older girls at camp, hang on to the 
friend she feels slipping away. 
 
Grades 4 - 6 / Graphic Novel 

 

Lion vs. Tiger 
by Jerry Pallotta 
 
What would happen if a lion and a 
tiger met each other?  What if they 
were both hungry?  What if they 
had a fight?  Who do you think 
would win? 
 
Grades 3 - 4 / Nonfiction 
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Killer Whale vs. Great White 
Shark 
by Jerry Pallotta 
 
What would happen if a great 
white shark and a killer whale met 
each other?  What if they were 
both hungry?  What if they had a 
fight?  Who do you think would 
win? 
 
Grades 3 -4 / Nonfiction 

 

We Are All Greta: Be Inspired 
by Greta Thunberg to Save the 
World 
by Valentina Giannella 
 
Follow in the footsteps of the 
Swedish teenage activist and 
Nobel Peace Prize candidate in 
We Are All Greta​ and join the 
global mission to save our planet 
from climate change. 
 
Grades 4 - 6 / Nonfiction 

 

Astronomy for Kids  
by Bruce Betts 
 
Using plain sight, binoculars, or a 
small telescope, ​Astronomy for 
Kids​ shows stargazers how easy 
it is to explore space, just by 
stepping outside. 
 
Grades 3 - 4 / Nonfiction 

 

Whale vs. Giant Squid 
by Jerry Pallotta 
 
This nonfiction Reader compares 
and contrasts two fearsome sea 
creatures. Kids learn about a 
whale and a giant squid's 
anatomy, behavior, and more.  
 
Grades 3 - 4 / Nonfiction 

 

Little Leaders: Bold Women in 
Black History 
by Vashti Harrison 
 
Among these women, you'll find 
heroes, role models, and 
everyday women who did 
extraordinary things - bold women 
whose actions and beliefs 
contributed to making the world 
better for generations of girls and 
women to come. 
 
Grades 4 - 6 / Nonfiction 

 

Komodo Dragon Vs. King Cobra 
by Jerry Pellotta 
 
This nonfiction Reader compares 
and contrasts two ferocious 
reptiles. Kids learn about the 
Komodo dragon and king cobra's 
anatomy, behavior, and more. 
Grades 3 - 4 / Nonfiction 
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